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Factors in U.S. Decision Making
1. American Military Casualties
a. By July 1945, U.S. forces in WWIi had already suffered more than 1 million
casualties (killed, missing, and wounded)
b. American POWs in Japan were dying of starvation and it was known that they
were being tortured and executed
c. Japanese gov't announced it would execute Allied pilots captured in Japan

. 2. Policy of Unconditional Surrender= No guaraptecs ase given Yo ¥he person SUWO\J&:VS
a. Demand for unconditional surrender reinforced President Roosevelt’'s message
that the war was a struggle between good and evil (we don’t compromise with
evil people)
b. U.S. leaders didn’t want a repeat of the aftermath of WWI (Germans declared
they hadn’t been beaten on the battlefield)
c. Potsdam Declaration
i. Japan would give up its territory acquired since 1914
ii. Wartime gov't removed
1. ¥apan wanted to maintain its emperor (seen as divine)

3. Destructive power of the homb
a. Manhattan project was originally meant to counter Germany’s atomic program
b. The bomb was known to be ahle to destroy an entire city
c. The radiation emitted effected the entire landscape and would harm the
environment for years '
d. Impossible to only have a military target because of its power

* egunl 4o 20000 dons oF TNT
. v Visible for 200 miles
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4. American values
a. The U.S. did not choose to fight WWIl
b. U.S. leaders were fighting to repel aggression, preserve freedom, and champion
the dignity and rights of the individual
c. By luly 1945, the U.S. had all but achieved victory but now had a quick means to
end the war.
i. Does the end justify the means?

5. Possibility of Japanese Surrender

a. There were reasons to believe that Japan might be willing to surrender before an
invasion by U.S. troops

b. An Allied sea blockade cut off war materials and food, forcing slow starvation of
people and troops

c. U.S. air bombardment of Japanese cities killed hundreds of thousands of
Japanese civilians and destroyed war production

d. In May 1945, Japan secretly approached the Soviet Union to suggest that they
convince the Allied forces to help end the war
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