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Should we care about Christopher Columbus?
Guided Notes
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failed to find. Columbus though he sailed a dlf‘ferent route, foliowed many Europeans who eariier had
crossed the Atlantic.

Columbus had become interested in westward voyages. He had learned of the legendary Atlantic Ocean
voyages and sailors' reports of land to the west of the Madeira Islands and the Azores. Acquiring books and
maps, Coiumbus accepied. Mamo Polo's erron\eous,!ocahon for Japan—z 400 km {1 500 mi) east of Chma

west of Portugal—a dlstance that could be safled in existing vessels. His idez was furthered by the
suggestions. of the Florentine cosmographer Paoclo dal Pozzo Toscanelli. In 1484, Columbus sought support
for an exploratory voyage.

In 1485, Columbus took his son and went to Spain; there he spent aimost seven years trying to get support
from lsabella | of Castile. He was received at court, given a small annuity, and quickly gained both friends
and enemies. An apparently final refusal in 1492 made Columbus prepare to go to France, but a final appeal
to Isabella proved successful. An agreement between the crown and Columbus set the terms for the
expedition.
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Document Study: Christopher Columbus to Ferdinand and Isabella
(April 1493)
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Why Celebrate Columbus Day?

Officialljr declared a holiday in 1937

f;g’ Celebratmg Itahan—Amerlcan herltage
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